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¢ Guide signs, also
rectangular in shape,
may be green, brown
or blue. They provide

directions and
4 4 distances. If you are
/ lost, a mileage and

directional sign can
help you.

REST
AREA

PILOT MOUNTAIN

STATE PARK

”

Do not endanger other drivers by stopping in

the middle of the road to read a sign.

When safe to do so, move to the

shoulder of
the road and
wait until
you have
figured out
where you
are and
which route
you should
take.

Pavement Markings

Yellow lines separate travel lanes moving in
opposite directions. White lines separate travel
lanes moving in the same direction. A yellow
skipped or broken line is used as the center line on a
two-lane, two-way road where passing with care
is permitted in both directions. When continuous,
double, solid, yellow lines are the center lines,
you cannot cross them to pass in either direction.
On a two-lane road, passing with care is permitted
if the skipped-yellow line is in your lane.

Single, solid, white lines are used as right-edge
lines along the roadway and for guiding traffic
traveling in the same direction. Single, solid,
yellow lines are used as left-edge lines on
divided highways. If you see the reverse,

you are traveling in the wrong direction.
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On certain multi-lane highways, a special
center lane is reserved exclusively for two-
way left-turn movements in both directions.
The two-way left-turn lane must not be used
for passing another vehicle or for the purpose
of merging into traffic. The marking for this
type of lane is shown by the diagram below.

White and yellow pavement “markers” are
reflective devices used in the pavement to
improve the visibility of marking lines at night
when the road is wet. Red markers indicate
wrong-way movements for motorists.

Traffic Officers

Under special circumstances, an officer may
be directing the flow of traffic. If so, obey the
officer’s hand signals instead of the normal
traffic signals or signs. Most traffic officers
signal drivers to stop by holding up one
hand with the palm facing the vehicle and
giving a long blast on the whistle. The officer
signals drivers to start or to keep moving by
motioning with the hand and giving a series
of short blasts on the whistle. At night, the
traffic officer may signal by using a flashlight.
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Regulatory Signs
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DO NOT
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ON
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DO NOT STOP ON THE TRACKS
reminds the driver not to stop on the
railroad tracks for any reason
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Warning Signs
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Chapter 6
Sharing the Road

Our streets and highways are becoming more
crowded every day. Therefore, it is necessary
that you, as a driver or pedestrian, know and
practice the rules of the road. You should
always be aware of the traffic around you
and be prepared for emergency situations.

Bicycles

Bicycle riding is an important means of
transportation, particularly for traveling to and
from work and school. Because bicycles are
vehicles, bicyclists must obey the same

traffic laws as other drivers.

Like drivers, bicyclists must:
* Ride on the right side of the road;

* Stop for stop signs and red lights; and

* Give hand signals.

Bicyclists usually ride on the right side of the
lane, but are entitled to use the full lane.

Pass with Care

A bicyclist staying to the right in their lane is
accommodating following drivers by making it
easier to see when it is safe to pass, and easier to
execute the pass. Drivers wishing to pass a
bicyclist may do so only when there is
abundant clearance and no oncoming traffic

is in the opposing lane. When passing a
bicyclist, always remember the bicyclist

is entitled to use of the full lane.

Go with the Flow

It is especially important for bicyclists to

go with the flow of traffic, NOT against the
flow. Ride right, with the traffic, NOT facing
traffic. Motorists often do not look in the
direction of bicyclists riding the wrong way.
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Be Visible

Visibility is important during both daylight
hours and at night. During the daylight, avoid
being obscured by other vehicles. At night, the
law requires that a bicycle be equipped with

a light on the front visible for a distance of at
least 300 feet and a red light or reflector on the
rear visible for a distance of at least 200 feet.

Think Bike

Bicyclists can be expected on all roads except
where expressly prohibited. Bicycles are narrow
and typically operate at the right of the lane, so
they may be obscured and difficult to detect.
Avoid the left cross, drive out and right hook
types of potential collisions shown below.

L (
§ By

Left Cross Drive Out Right Hook

Children on bicycles can be unpredictable. Be
certain your child has been instructed about
how to ride a bicycle properly and knows
the necessary signs, signals and rules.

All bicycle riders and passengers under age
16 must wear an approved protective bicycle
helmet and must be seated on a saddle seat.

A passenger weighing less than 40 pounds or less
than 40 inches in height must be seated in a
bicycle restraining seat.

The same driving while impaired laws that
apply to motor vehicles also apply to bicycles.
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For more information about bicycle riding
skills for yourself and your child, write to:

NC Department of Transportation
Bicycle & Pedestrian Division
1552 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1552

or call (919) 807-0777
You as a Pedestrian

As drivers, we must watch out for pedestrians
on the roadway:. In cities, about two of every

five persons killed by motor vehicle crashes are
pedestrians; in rural areas, the rate is about one
of every 10. Most of the pedestrians killed are
children, elderly persons or those who have been
drinking alcoholic beverages. When you are a
pedestrian, do all you can to make yourself
visible and to help drivers to prevent crashes.

Pedestrians should always:
o Walk on the left side of the road facing traffic;

* Wear or carry something white — do not
assume that drivers can see you;

® Do everything you can to make yourself
visible to drivers;

* Be ready to move out of the way in case a
driver cannot see you; and

e At night, remember that it is more difficult
for drivers to see you — use a flashlight.

Trucks and Other Vehicles

It is more difficult to drive a large truck
than a passenger car for the following
reasons:

* Heavy trucks cannot gain speed as
quickly as cars, especially while traveling
uphill. However, because of its large
size, a tractor-trailer often appears to be
traveling at a slower speed than it is;

e Large trucks require additional turning room
because their rear wheels do not follow the
path of their front wheels. When following a
tractor-trailer, observe its turn signals before
trying to pass. If it appears to be starting a left
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turn, check to see which way the driver is
signaling before you attempt to pass; and

¢ Truck brakes create heat when the truck is
traveling downhill. This condition requires
additional stopping distance for the truck.

When driving beside large trucks or any large
vehicle, the wind currents created by the larger
vehicle may affect your steering. Give the truck
plenty of room. When following large trucks,
your vision may be blocked. Use caution

while attempting to pass these vehicles.

No-Zones

Many motorists falsely assume that truckers can
see the road better because they sit twice as high
as the driver of a car. However, truckers still have
serious blind spots or NO-ZONES into which a
car can disappear from view — up to 20 feet in
front of the cab, on either side of the tractor-
trailer, particularly alongside the cab, and

up to 200 feet in the rear (see diagram).

Don’t Hang Out in The
SaltSne T

Share the Road Safely with Trucks

Motorists lingering in the NO-ZONES hamper
the trucker’s ability to take evasive action to
avoid a dangerous situation. An excellent rule
of thumb for motorists sharing the road with

a tractor-trailer is, “if you can’t see the truck
driver in his side-view mirrot, he can’t see you.”

Recreational Vehicles and Trailers

* Most recreational vehicles, including motor
homes, campers and travel trailers, are longer,
higher and wider than passenger cars.

¢ Recreational vehicles and trailers accelerate
and stop more slowly than cars and
require more room for turning.
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* Visibility is a major problem with recreational
vehicles. Remember, that the closer you are
as you approach a recreational vehicle, the
more it will block your field of vision.

* Drivers of recreational vehicles can lose
sight of you because their blind spots
are much larger than those of cars.

When you approach a vehicle towing a

trailer:

* Watch for any sway or possible hazards,
such as crosswinds or slippery curves;

* Be aware that sudden braking might cause
the trailer to jackknife; and

* Use extreme caution while passing a trailer
and the towing vehicle — it may take you a
half mile of clear roadway to safely pass.

Towing a trailer or boat requires special skill, as
well as consideration on the part of each driver.

Motorcycles and Mopeds

There is no question that a motorcycle or moped
is more difficult to see than a car. Yet these vehicles
have the right to use the highway and must be
given consideration. In recent years, there have
been steady increases in the uses of motorcycles
and mopeds. Drivers share the road with
motorcycles and mopeds, and they must be
especially careful to look for them and to
observe these precautions:

* Give the motorcyclist or moped rider the
same right of way consideration as you
would for the driver of any other vehicle;

* Motorcycles are entitled to the full width of
their lane. To pass a motorcycle, you must
change lanes and pass in the same manner
as you would for a larger motor vehicle;

* A moped should travel using the right side
of the lane. To pass a moped, you must
stay at least two feet to the left; and

* You must leave any cyclist enough room when
you pass so your vehicle’s windstream
cannot cause the rider to lose control.



100 Chapter 6 — Sharing the Road

Be especially watchful for motorcycles and
mopeds while turning or changing lanes

at intersections or entering the road from

a driveway. Mopeds and motorcycles are
difficult to see, and can be entirely hidden by
your blind spots. In many left-turn situations
it is even more difficult to see a motorcycle
or moped. Look out for motorcycles and
mopeds, as well as other vehicles, before you
turn, change lanes or proceed to move.

Motorcycles

Things to remember when you encounter

a cyclist:

* Never crowd the motorcycle or moped.
Following too closely does not allow enough
reaction time in the case of an emergency;

e Allow a greater following distance when
road surfaces are slippery. It is easier for the
motorcycle or moped to become unstable
because it has only two wheels in contact
with the road surface;

Always allow the cyclist plenty of room to
maneuver, especially at railroad crossings or
on rough and uneven roadways. If the
crossing is rough or at an angle, the rider
might need to slow down to cross; and

¢ Steel bridge expansion joints, metal grating
on bridges and other metal surfaces are
hazardous for cyclists. Leave plenty of space
between yourself and the cyclist.

About two-thirds of motorcycle crashes in North
Carolina involve a car. In most of these crashes,
the driver of the car is at fault. The driver usually
claims he or she did not see the motorcycle.
Because the motorcycle offers little or no
protection to the rider, the motorcyclist

often is seriously injured or killed.
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Many small motorcycles do not accelerate rapidly
and may not maintain speed going uphill or
against a headwind. Stopping distances for
motorcycles are also different. Most can stop
more quickly than cars, but motorcycles stop
more slowly when there is a second rider or
when traveling on poor road surfaces where
sudden braking could lead to a fall.

On the road, a cyclist traveling ahead of you
could lose control when materials such as sand,
gravel, wet leaves or water are on the pavement.
Be aware of conditions that may cause a
motorcyclist to fall. Watch out for motorcycles
that wobble or jerk while starting to move, or
cyclists who hesitate while making traffic
decisions. These are signs of a beginning

cyclist, so allow plenty of room.

Mopeds

North Carolina law defines a moped as a
vehicle with two or three wheels with a motor
of no more than 50 cubic centimeters of piston
displacement and no external shifting device.
Legally, a moped’s top speed cannot exceed
30 miles per hour. Although some mopeds on
the market have top speeds higher than the

30 mph limit, they are illegal for use in North
Carolina. Be sure you know a moped’s size and
maximum speed before you buy it. Otherwise,
you may not be able to operate it legally.

In North Carolina you must be at least 16 years
old to operate a moped on a public roadway or
public vehicular area. The same driving while
impaired laws that apply to drivers of other
motor vehicles also apply to moped operators.
When riding a moped on a public roadway
you must follow all the rules of the road.

In addition, you should follow the rules for
riding a moped listed below:

* Stay out of traffic as much as possible;

¢ Try to find routes that are not traveled heavily;

* Keep your distance. In every situation leave a
reasonable amount of space between you and
the other vehicle;

¢ Keep to the right of your lane. Give yourself
as much space as you can;
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¢ Because you will probably be moving
more slowly than the other traffic, other
drivers will want to pass you. Stay out
of their way, as much as possible;

¢ Do not share lanes with other vehicles;

¢ At an intersection, never squeeze between
parked cars and moving traffic;

* Make sure other drivers can see you by
wearing light or brightly colored clothing;

* If possible, install electric turn signals on
your moped. Otherwise, be sure to use
hand signals when you turn or stop;

* Look as far ahead as possible;

¢ Anytime you cross the path of traffic, slow
down, stop and look carefully before you
proceed to move;

* Be sure to look over your shoulder
before you move into traffic and always
be careful around parked cars;

* Protect your body. Wear protective
clothing that covers your body
and always wear shoes; and

* Moped riders and all passengers are required
to wear a helmet with a retention strap
properly secured. The helmet must be a
type that complies with Federal Motor
Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS 218).

Fuel Economy

Basic concepts of fuel economy:
e Drive at a moderate, steady speed;

® Keep your vehicle in good mechanical
condition;

e Maintain the correct tire pressure;
e Avoid quick starts and stops; and

e Plan your trip to reduce the total miles
traveled.
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Keeping the Road Litter-Free

In North Carolina, littering is illegal. When litter
is thrown from or blown from a vehicle, the driver
of the vehicle is held responsible. If convicted,

the minimum fine is $250, and the maximum

fine is $1,000. Any second or subsequent offense
within three years after the date of a prior
offense is punishable by a fine of not less than
$500 nor more than $2,000, if convicted.

Adopt-A-Highway Program

The North Carolina Department of
Transportation began its Adopt-A-Highway
Program in April 1988. More than 7,000
volunteer groups have adopted about 15,000
miles of state-maintained roadsides, making
North Carolina’s Adopt-A-Highway program
the largest of its kind in the nation.

To join the program, a civic, business, social or
family group agrees to pick up litter at least
four times a year along a two-mile section of
state-maintained roadway. The Department of
Transportation erects two signs identifying the
adopted stretch of roadside and recognizing the
group’s contribution. In addition, NCDOT
provides safety vests and training for each
volunteer.

Volunteer groups are asked to recycle as
much of the litter they pick up as possible.
By recycling, Adopt-A-Highway volunteers
are making an even greater contribution

to their communities’ environments.

The tremendous success of the Adopt-A-
Highway program shows the great pride North
Carolinians have in the beauty of their state. Please
show your appreciation for these volunteers by
obeying North Carolina’s laws against littering.

For more information about the Adopt-
A-Highway program, write to:

NC Department of Transportation
Office of Beautification Programs
1540 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1540

or call (919) 715-3188



104 Chapter 7 — How DMV Serves You

Chapter 7
How DMV Serves You

The Division of Motor Vehicles is responsible

for promoting highway safety and serving the
citizens of North Carolina through driver license,
vehicle registration and vehicle inspection
programs.

DMV Mobile Service Centers

Bringing driver license and

vehicle registration services

to a town near you

Expanding and improving customer services
to North Carolinians is a DMV goal. In keeping
with that goal, DMV has equipped several
mobile units with the latest driver license

technology and turned them into mobile service
centers.

You can do the following
when visiting a MSC:

¢ Take the driver license knowledge
and skills tests;

* Receive an original driver license;
* Receive a duplicate driver license;

¢ Take the commercial driver license knowledge
test (The skills test is not available at these sites.);

¢ Renew a driver license;

* Renew vehicle registration;

* Replace a lost license plate sticker;

* Apply for a duplicate registration card;
¢ Update your driver information; and

¢ Obtain a photo identification card.

Driver Records

You may obtain a copy of your driving record
upon prepayment of the required fees by
writing to or visiting DMV headquarters at:

NC Division of Motor Vehicles
Driver License Records

3113 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-3113

You may order your driving record online
at www.ncdot.gov/dmv. The Driver Privacy



Chapter 7 — How DMV Serves You 105

Protection Act Request Form (DL-DPPA-I),
available at DMV Headquarters and on the
DMV Web site, must be completed before
your driving record can be obtained.

The form can be obtained at
www.ncdot.gov/dmv/forms.

FEES:

$11 for certified copy of record;

$8 for limited extract up to three years; and
$8 for complete extract.

Three- and seven-year driver license record checks
normally are used for insurance and employment
purposes. A certified driver license record check
usually is required for court appearances.

Make checks payable to NCDMV.

Mail form DL-DPPA-I along with a
check for the appropriate amount to:

NC Division of Motor Vehicles
Driver License MVR Unit

3113 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-3113

Vehicle Registration

Except for owners of mopeds, exempt farm vehicles
and exempt road construction equipment, every
vehicle owner must register his or her motor
vehicle with the Division of Motor Vehicles.

To register a vehicle:

e The owner must complete the required
application forms; and

* Pay the appropriate title and registration fees.

Upon receipt of the application for motor
vehicle registration:

* The DMV will issue a registration card,
certificate of title, registration plate (license
plate) and validation stickers to the owner;

* The registration card must be signed by
the owner, kept in the vehicle at all times
and must always be available to show a
law enforcement officer upon request;
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¢ The license plate will show the unique number
that has been assigned to the vehicle, the
expiration date of the registration and that
the vehicle is registered in North Carolina;

* The license plate must be displayed
as required by law.

¢ A license plate frame shall not cover the State name,
year sticker or month sticker.

Remember these things when registering a vehicle:

* Before a vehicle can be registered in North
Carolina, the DMV requires proper proof of
ownership;

¢ For new vehicles, the manufacturer’s
certificate of origin is the official transfer
document;

If you purchase a used vehicle which has
already been registered, you must present the
certificate of title properly assigned by the
former owner;

e To register a used vehicle for the first time
in North Carolina, you must present the title
from the state where the vehicle was
formerly registered; and

If the used vehicle is from a non-title

state, you must present the current vehicle
registration card with a properly notarized
transfer of ownership on the back or a
notarized bill of sale from the former owner
and the former owner’s proof of purchase.

* You must present a North Carolina Driver
License or a North Carolina Identification Card.
Valid driver licenses or identification cards
issued by other states may be accepted for
vehicle registrations with documentation of the
following:

e Military active duty stationed in North
Carolina;

¢ College enrollment in North Carolina;

e Vehicle garaged in North Carolina for
minimum of six months;

e Court ordered sale of vehicle;
e Vehicle is co-owned;
¢ Registration for motor home; or

e Documented medical condition for an
owner who would otherwise be eligible for
a driver license or identification card.

e Vehicle inspection must be valid
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Insurance and Financial
Responsibility

In addition to proof of ownership, North Carolina
law requires that before a motor vehicle can be
licensed, the owner must certify that the vehicle
is covered by liability insurance, cash or bond
deposited with the State Treasurer, or a

certificate of self-insurance. This law is

enacted to ensure that the costs of a crash

are paid by those who are responsible.

The required amount of liability insurance
coverage for a commercial motor
vehicle is $750,000.

The minimum amount of liability
insurance required is:

* $30,000 for injuries to any one person in
a crash;

e $60,000 for all personal injuries in a crash; and

e $25,000 for all property damage in a crash.

If the DMV is notified that a vehicle owner is
operating a motor vehicle without proper liability
insurance, the vehicle’s license plate might be
revoked for 30 days unless proof of insurance
coverage can be furnished.

North Carolina law requires the owner of every
registered vehicle to maintain continuous liability
insurance coverage. The company providing the
insurance must be licensed to do business in
North Carolina. Liability insurance policies are
effective at 12:01 a.m. on the date of issuance,
remain in effect for a period of six months and
expire at 12:01 a.m., six months later. In North
Carolina there is no grace period for coverage.

To avoid a fine or penalty, surrender a
vehicle’s valid license plate prior to the
termination or cancellation of liability insurance.

Vehicle Registration Renewal

Upon expiration of vehicle registration, the
vehicle’s owner must renew the registration by
submitting a renewal application and paying the
appropriate registration fee. Upon payment of
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the appropriate fee, DMV will issue license plate
stickers to indicate the new period of valid
registration. DMV uses a staggered vehicle
registration system. This method

of registration staggers registration

renewals over 12 months of the year.

Transfer of a Motor Vehicle

When a motor vehicle owner wishes to

transfer his interest in the vehicle to someone
else, reassignment of ownership should be made
by using section “A” on side two of the certificate
of title. In order for the transfer to be valid, the
reassignment must be made in the presence of a
Notary Public and the actual delivery of the
vehicle to the new owner must be made.

Transfer of License Plates

License plates can be transferred from one
vehicle to another of the same category provided
ownership is in the same name and insurance
coverage has been continuous.

Replacement of Lost Title
or Registration Card

If acertificate of title islost or stolen, a
duplicate title may be obtained by completing
an application for duplicate title and

paying the appropriate fee. A duplicate

title cannot be issued until 15 days after

the gpplication and fee are received by the
DMV. Application forms are available at

any local DMV vehicle registration office.

A duplicate registration card can be obtained with payment
of the appropriate fee. Application may be completed at
any locad DMV vehicle regigtration office or on the

DMV Website at www.ncdot.gov/dmv.

Property Tax Law

The property tax system requires counties to
assess the values of motor vehicles registered
with DMV and to prepare tax bills. Three months
after the motor vehicle’s registration renewal date,
the vehicle owner will receive a tax bill which is
payable on the first day of the following month.

The property tax law calls for counties to charge
interest for overdue accounts. Recent legislation
now allows counties to block the license plate
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(registration) renewal for any vehicle for which
the owner owes an overdue property tax.

A county tax collector can place a “block”
on the registration of any vehicle for which
property tax payment is overdue. If a county
places a “block” on the vehicle registration,
DMV is unable to renew the license plate for
that vehicle until the owner presents DMV
with a standardized paid tax receipt.

The DMV is not involved in establishing the
value of a vehicle for property tax purposes. It
furnishes a record of the make and model of

the registered vehicle, and the local county
assessment office determines the tax accordingly.

The new law covers all motor vehicles
except:

* Vehicles exempt from registration
by North Carolina law;

¢ Manufactured homes;
® Mobile classrooms and offices;

* Semi-trailers registered on a
multi-year basis; and

* Motor vehicles owned or leased by public
service companies.

North Carolina residents who have not
registered their vehicles or who have not
renewed their vehicle registrations are required
to list their vehicles with their county of
residence by January 31 of each year.

Change of Name or Address

If you change your name or address, you must
notify DMV within 60 days by writing to:

NC Division of Motor Vehicles
Vehicle Registration

3148 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-3148.

Change of name/address forms are available at
any local DMV vehicle registration office or on
the DMV website at www.ncdot.gov/dmv.
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Vehicle Inspection

All motor vehicles registered in North Carolina
must be inspected annually for mechanical safety.
DMV oversees the inspection process. The
objective of the inspection is to make

sure the motoring public is safe.

A vehicle registered in North Carolina is
required to pass a safety inspection before it
can be registered. If the address of the driver
who owns the vehicle is in one of the 48
counties which require emissions inspections,
the vehicle must also pass an emissions
inspection before it can be registered.

The North Carolina vehicle inspection can be
performed at any licensed inspection station
found throughout the state. Many service
stations, automobile dealerships and vehicle
repair garages are licensed inspection stations.

Inspection items include:

® Brakes; e Turn signals;
e Lights; e Tires;
e Horns; e Rear view mirrors;

e Steering mechanism; ¢ Exhaust system; and
® Windshield wipers; ¢ Window tint.

Inspections can be performed up to 90 days
prior to the vehicle’s registration expiration
date. If a vehicle fails the safety inspection,

it must be re-inspected. Within the one-year
registration period, the owner can have up to
60 days to repair any safety defects and qualify
for a re-inspection at no additional cost. The
free re-inspection is available only if the owner
repairs the defects and presents a receipt of the
initial inspection at the same inspection station.

Emissions Inspection

The emissions inspection is performed in
conjunction with the annual safety inspection.
Diesel-powered vehicles and motorcycles

are exempt from emissions inspections.




Chapter 7 — How DMV Serves You

111
All 1996 or newer fgasol ine operated vehicles
registered in one of the following counties
must pass an annual emissions inspection:
¢ Alamance e Franklin *Onslow
* Brunswick *Gaston *Orange
e Buncombe eGranville o Pitt
*Burke *Guilford *Randolph
¢ Cabarrus eHarnett e Robeson
*Caldwell e Haywood *Rockingham
e Carteret eHenderson  e¢Rowan
eCatawba eJredell e Rutherford
e Chatham eJohnston e Stanly
¢ Cleveland elee o Stokes
eCraven e[ enoir eSurry
eCumberland eLincoln e Union
*Davidson *Mecklenburg ¢ Wake
*Durham *Moore *Wayne
*Edgecombe  eNash * Wilkes
e Forsyth eNew Hanover eWilson
Window Tinting

Vehicles with after-factory window tinting must
pass the 35 percent visible light requirement
during an annual vehicle safety inspection.

In addition to the annual safety inspection
fee, there is an additional charge for any
vehicle that has an after-factory tint. If
you have any questions about window
tinting, contact your nearest DMV License
& Theft Office, or call (919) 861-3185.
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