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Work Zone �Variable� Speed Limits

Fundamental question is�.do we want a speed limit 
reduction?......OR�do we want drivers to slow down t hrough the 
work zone?



Work Zone �Variable� Speed Limits

�Not in the Traffic Engineering Branch�s TEPPL�..yet

�Still in the �trial usage� phase

�Obtaining the performance results through the Safety Evaluation 
Group

�Applications- Portable Changeable Message Signs and Portable 
Speed Reduction Signs



Work Zone �Variable� Speed Limits

Purpose- Reduce Speed Limits in work zones for short periods of 
time (not to exceed 30 days) and only when lanes are closed and 
work is taking place

Goal- Improve Worker Safety by reducing speeds during �passive�
lane closures (ie cones/drums)

Targetted Projects- Any interstate resurfacing/rehabilitation where 
queueing isn�t expected. (Lower volumes or Night work)

Desired Outcome- Obtain Voluntary Compliance with established 
work zone speed limit



Engineering Standard for Posting Speed Limits on 
Portable Changeable Message Signs

MUTCD 2003 Section 2B.13 � Speed Limits

�A changeable message sign that changes the speed l imit for 
traffic and ambient conditions may be installed provided that the 
appropriate speed limit is shown at the proper times.�



Enforceable?

"§ 136-33.2A. Signs marking beginning of reduced spee d zones.

If a need to reduce speed in a speed zone is determ ined to exist by 
an engineer of the Department, there shall be a sig n erected, of 
adequate size, at least 600 feet in advance of the beginning of any 
speed zone established by any agency of the State a uthorized to 
establish the same, which shall indicate a change i n the speed 
limit.“


